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8 SEATS,
INFINITE ADVENTURES

VISIT LAND ROVER CAPE FEAR

DEFENDER

Welcome Letter
On behalf of the Willie Stargell 
Foundation’s Board Chair, 
Draughon Cranford, and our Board 
of Directors, welcome to the 21st 
Annual Willie Stargell Celebrity 
Invitational Gala. I am so hum-
bled and thankful for our spon-
sors, donors, celebrities, board of 
directors, committee members and 
volunteers. Because of you, we are 
stronger than ever in continuing 
our mission to honor and remember 
Willie, while raising money to assist 
those living with kidney disease. 
Your unwavering support and ded-
ication is amazing, and my heart is 
filled with overwhelming gratitude. 

Willie passed away on April 9, 2001, 
after a valiant fight with kidney 
disease. In 1996, Willie went into 
renal failure at Duke Hospital. I 
can vividly recall the doctor's facial 
expression when he had to tell base-
ball great Willie Stargell he would 
need to go on dialysis. I can also 
clearly remember Willie's incred-
ibly calm reaction. He handled it 
with grace and resolved to fight 
this insidious disease with amazing 
courage. Just one year later, Willie 
would go back to work with his 
beloved Pittsburgh Pirates, thanks 
to then owner, Kevin McClatchy. 
Whether in Wilmington, Pittsburgh, 
Bradenton, Cooperstown, or even 
when traveling out of the country, 
Willie would quietly disappear 
three times a week for several hours 
to undergo his dialysis treatments. 
He never once complained. 

During the five years Willie was 
in and out of the dialysis unit in 
Wilmington that now bears his 
name at Novant Health, he often 
said he wished patients could be 
warmer during treatments and had 

something to occupy their minds 
to make them more comfortable 
during those long hours. It was in 
remembering Willie’s wishes that 
the Willie Stargell Foundation was 
established in Wilmington, NC 
in 2002. So much has been done 
to assist those living with kidney 
disease, thanks to our very gener-
ous supporters of the Willie Stargell 
Foundation. It is our mission to 
continue honoring Willie’s legacy 
in the manner and grace by which 
he lived his life…helping others. 

A very special thank you to our 
2023 presenting sponsor, Novant 
Health. Since the Willie Stargell 
Foundation's inception in 2002, 
we've had a longstanding partner-
ship with our local hospital. This 
year, Novant Health stepped up to 
the plate, with bases loaded, and 
knocked it out of the ballpark. We 
are extraordinarily grateful to have 
this leading healthcare provid-
er’s continued support to ensure 
quality care for those living with 
kidney disease.

Another very special thank you to 
our 2023 VIP Sponsor and Celebrity 
Reception Sponsor, Ruth’s Chris 
Steakhouse. We are very thankful 
for their continued support and 
sponsorship by choosing to again 
host our Friday night event. Thank 
you, Steve and Jim for your commit-
ment to be an ongoing partner of 
the Willie Stargell Foundation. 

For the past 21 years, the Hampton 
Inn & Suites Wilmington/ 
Wrightsville Beach has been the 
host home to our celebrity guests, 
thanks to the incredible generosity 
and kindness of Ian Sauer and his 
team. Ian, known to many of us as 

“hello my name is Ian” recently 
retired, and as such, we say thank 
you Ian for all that you have done 
for the Willie Stargell Foundation. 

A heartfelt thank you to our celeb-
rities this year. To those of you who 
return year after year, we thank you 
for your dedication and commit-
ment. For those of you joining us 
for the first time, welcome! We hope 
you will feel the sense of family, 
because truly, We Are Family. 

Sadly, we lost three of our celebrities 
this year. Larry "Gator" Rivers, Vida 
Blue and Harvey Glance will always 
be remembered for their dedication 
and commitment to this event, and 
they will forever be missed. Thank 
you, Gator, Vida, and Harvey for all 
of your love and laughter.

In closing, and as always, I share 
these thoughts. Willie truly loved 
spending time with family and 
friends. He loved to laugh and to 
make others laugh. He was kind 
and generous and always looked for 
the best in people. He reminded us 
often to keep things simple, as life 
is complicated enough. If he were 
with us today, he would certainly 
encourage us to seek and find 
solace in the little things that bring 
us joy. Willie believed in living 
life to its fullest and would be so 
honored to know his legacy lives on 
by helping others. If he could speak 
to us right now, he would tell us to 
laugh hard, eat, drink, and be merry; 
and most importantly; 

HE would 
humbly say…

T H A N K  Y O U !



2023 Celebrity Invitational • 76 • 2023 Celebrity Invitational

Known for his monstrous home runs, Willie “Pops” Stargell crushed 475 
career home runs during his 21-year baseball career with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates (1962-1982). An intimidating left-handed hitter, Willie hit 7 of the 16 balls 
ever knocked completely out of Forbes Field. When most batters would use a simple 
lead-weighted bat in the on-deck circle, Willie warmed up with a sledgehammer.

Willie helped the Pittsburgh Pirates capture two World Series titles (1971, 1979). His 
father-figure status earned him the nickname “Pops”. He was known to award his 
teammates gold Stars to place on their hats for a good play or game.

Tribute 
to Willie

Willie Stargell was inducted in the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988.

• Major League Debut: 9/16/1962
• Played For: Pittsburgh Pirates (1962-1982)
• Hall of Fame: Elected to National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988
• National League Championships: 1970, 1971, 1972, 1974, 1975, 1979
• World Series Championships: 1971, 1979
• All Star: 1964-1966, 1971-1973, & 1978
• MVP: National League 1979, NLCS 1979, World Series 1979

EXPERIENCE THE ATTRACTION

uncw.edu/chhs
An EEO/AA Institution

UNCW College 
of Health and 

Human Services

The Willie 
Stargell 
Foundation
Hea l th  Care  L i ke  No  Othe r
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IN LOVING MEMORY
OF LARRY “GATOR” RIVERS, VIDA BLUE, 

AND HARVEY GLANCE

(910) 762-0617
CulliganNC.com

to the
willie stargell

foundation!

-Wiiam Todd

Holiday gifting...

Solved!!!
nothingbundtcakes.com
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ABOUT 
KIDNEY DISEASE

• 9 out of 10 people with kidney disease are unaware  

they have it.

• There are 92,000 Americans on the kidney trans-

plant waiting list in 2022, but in 2021, only 1 in 

5 - were able to get a kidney.

• About 1 in 3 adults with diabetes and 1 in 

5 adults with high blood pressure may 

have kidney disease.

• Kidney disease is slightly more common in 

women than men.

• The shortage of available donor kidneys means that 

the majority of people who develop kidney failure are 

treated with dialysis. In 2019 (most recent data), of the 

135,000 Americans newly diagnosed with kidney failure, only 

4,022 were able to receive a preemptive kidney transplant.

When people develop chronic kidney disease (CKD), their kidneys 
become damaged and over time may not clean the blood as well as 
healthy kidneys. If kidneys do not work well, toxic waste and extra fluid 
accumulate in the body and may lead to high blood pressure, heart 
disease, stroke, and early death. Kidney disease is the fastest-growing 
noncommunicable disease in the U.S.

Did you know?

• Kidney disease is a silent killer, usually with no signs or symptoms until late stages.

• Diabetes and high blood pressure are the more common causes of CKD in adults. 

Other risk factors include heart disease, obesity, a family history of CKD, inherited 

kidney disorders, past damage to the kidneys, and older age.

• Simple blood and urine tests can tell how well your kidneys are working. If you’re at 

risk, talk to your doctor about getting tested.

• Early detection saves lives. When caught and treated early, it’s often possible to slow 

or stop the progression of kidney disease and avoid serious complications.

• Being physically active, keeping a healthy weight, consuming a healthy diet, and 

getting tested for kidney disease can help protect your kidneys.

Source: American Kidney Fund and CDC

ABOUT 
KIDNEY DISEASE

Nearly 
810,000 

Americans are living 
with kidney disease.

We Are Family!
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Weekend Details
VIP SPONSOR AND CELEBRITY RECEPTION
7PM - 10 PM | COCKTAIL ATTIRE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse

244 N. Water Street 

Wilmington, NC 28401

Complimentary Valet Parking is available on the 3rd floor of the River Place parking garage located at 

14 Grace Street. For drop off please use the River Place entrance at 240 N. Water Street, directly below 

Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse.

CELEBRITY AUCTION DINNER & DANCE
6PM | BLACK TIE OPTIONAL

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Country Club of Landfall 

800 Sun Runner Place 

Wilmington, NC 28405 

Complimentary Valet Parking

CELEBRITY GOLF INVITATIONAL
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Country Club of Landfall 

800 Sun Runner Place 

Wilmington, NC 28405

7:30 am - Course Opens for Practice
7:30 am - 8:30 am - Breakfast for Golfers
9:00 am - Tee Off 
9:00 am - Spectator Gallery Opens 
2:00 pm - Golf Awards Luncheon

PRESENTED BY NOVANT HEALTH

REGISTRATION AND SWAG PICK-UP

November 3, 10 AM - 5 PM OR November 4, 10 AM - 1 PM

Hampton Inn & Suites, Wilmington/Wrightsville Beach

1989 Eastwood Road | Wilmington, NC 28403

325 SOUTH COLLEGE RD  •   3835 OLEANDER DR  •   1500 SHIPYARD BLVD

P R O U D  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  W I L L I E  S T A R G E L L  F O U N D A T I O N

CoastalGlassTinting.com

Wilmington’s premier glass tinting professionals
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Welcome by Jon Evans, News Anchor WECT

Introduction of Celebrity Guests

Video Tribute 
Remarks by Renaldo Nehemiah, Retired US Olympian
 
Invocation by Al Oliver, Retired MLB 

Dinner

Remarks and Recognition by Margaret Weller-Stargell, 
President of the Willie Stargell Foundation

Willie Stargell Award Presented by Arthur Culbreath, Retired US Olympian

Chief Weller Award Presented by Margaret Stargell

Remarks and Recognition by Draughon Cranford, Board Chair of the 
Willie Stargell Foundation 

Live Auction/Live Giving by Brian Calabria

Closing Remarks by Draughon Cranford

Program 
of Events
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The Willie Stargell Foundation was founded in 2002. Honoring the 
legacy of Willie Stargell by giving hope through research, patient care, 
and treatment for those living with kidney disease.

O U R  M I S S I O N

A B O U T  U S
The Willie Stargell Foundation supports programs focusing on kidney 
disease research, patient care, and easing the financial burden of medical 
costs for patients facing kidney disease, in honor of Baseball Hall of Fame 
Member Willie Stargell of the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Stargell passed away in 2001 after a lengthy battle with renal failure. 
Having spent the last five years of his life receiving dialysis treat-

ments, it was his desire that patients who need dialysis are able 
to receive it, and that it be done in a comfortable and relaxed 

setting. Stargell’s widow, Margaret Weller-Stargell, wanted to 
do everything in her power to make his wishes come true.

Funds for the foundation are raised through fundraising events such as 
the Willie Stargell 5K Road Race, Willie Stargell Celebrity Invitational, 
and private donations.
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Willie Stargell Invitational
21st Annual

Sponsors
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

Novant Health 

VIP HOST

Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse

HALL OF FAME

XI Online 
nCino 

HOME RUN

Mike and Amanda Baker 
Jackie Amato 

TRIPLE PLAYS

Paul Colvin 
NICO Shipping 
Pittsburgh Pirates 
Professional Healthcare 
Consulting 
Mega Corp 
Fresenius Medical Group

DOUBLE PLAY 

Vivian Cardia 
JNC Partners 
Wilmington Pathology 
Associates 
Paul and Peggy LeCompte 
Cranfill Sumner
Spectrum Reach 

UNCW 
East Coast Shutters
Farr, Miller, and Washington 
First Citizens Bank 
Eastern Nephrology 
Quanto Basta
Dave and Suzanne Davis 
North Penn Charitable 
Foundation 
Jay and Karen Linton 
Murchison, Taylor, and Gibson 
Dan Saklad

SINGLE PLAY 

Alan and Monica Honea 
Phillip Ley 
William Todd
Matt Skelly Training 
Guaranteed Rate Mortgage 
Sagemark 
Dylan Kosinski

CELEBRITY AND SPONSOR 
VIP RECEPTION
CIGAR BAR 

SouthState Bank 

SELFIE BOOTH 

Michelle Clark 

WILLIE STARGELL 
CELEBRITY DINNER
AUCTION SPONSORS

Cruisers Car Wash
South State Bank

ENTERTAINMENT 

SPONSOR 

Susan Nance 

BEVERAGE SPONSOR

The DFS Agency 

FLORAL SPONSOR 

The McGurrin Family 

GALA WINE SPONSOR

Total Wine 

CIGAR BAR 

Evolve Companies 

VALET PARKING

Lisa Wayne Team 
At IntraCoastal Realty 

CELEBRITY GOLF 
INVITATIONAL 
GOLF GALLERY 
Tim and Lynn Gardner 

GOLF SWAG

Dick's Sporting Goods 
Broken Shed Vodka

GOLF HOLE SPONSOR

Delaney Radiology 
FORVIS

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS 
Jeff Brown Yachts
Capital Ford 
Heirloom Advisors 

HOSPITALITY SUITE

Quanto Basta
Marina Grill 
The DFS Agency 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE SPONSORS

Adams Beverage 
Antonio Carlo Gourmet Sauces
Broken Shed Vodka
Casey’s Buffet
Empire Distributors
Fortunate Glass
Harris Teeter
Hippie Chick Granola Co.
Midtown Deli
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Red Bank Wine 
Total Wine 

HOST HOTEL 

Hampton Inn Suites 
Wilmington/Wrightsville Beach 

INVITATIONAL KICK-OFF DINNER 

Frances Weller

BOARD AND COMMITTEE DINNER

Tim and Lynn Gardner 

STORAGE AND MOVING 

Coastal Carrier

DONATIONS 
Mt. Calvary Center for 
Leadership Development 
Swain Associates 
Dan Smith

T H A N K  YO U 
T O  O U R  W O N D E R F U L 

S P O N S O R S  &  S U P P O R T E R S

AUCTION DONORS

Sincere thank you to our Live and Silent Auction 
donors who give items to support the cause.

CELEBRITY GUESTS

Thank you to our celebrity guests who make 
time in their schedule to visit Wilmington 
to raise much needed funds to support 
the cause, and honor Willie Stargell.

VOLUNTEERS

A heartfelt thank you to the many volunteers who 
gave tirelessly of their time to help successfully 
execute the 20th annual event.

AWARDS LUNCHEON 

Elite Sports Network
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proudly supports the

willie stargell
foundation!

Jay LintonJay Linton

QBWilmington.com

107 N. 2nd Street
Downtown Wilmington

910-395-6120

on another year
of enhancing 

peoples’ lives!

NORTH PENN
FOUNDATION

a proud sponsor of 
the Willie Stargell 

Foundation!

(619) 222-9899https://je�brownyachts.com/
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WILLIE STARGELL FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Margaret Weller Stargell - President

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
Draughon Cranford - Chair 
Andrew Givens - Vice-Chair 
Paul LeCompte - Treasurer
Jan Pahl - Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Jackie Amato 
Tim Gardner 
Rick Goldbach 
Clayton Gsell
Chris Hardeman
Cat Marinich 
Tracy Pope
Sheri Shaw 
Michelle Turner 
Mark Tyler 
Cheryl White 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Arthur Culbreath
Dave Davis 
JoAnne Davis 
Bob Lebda 
Buddy Lewis
Director Emeritus Dr. James McCabe
Kevin McClatchy
Janet Rose 
Diana Schulman 
Jonathan Stargell
Frances Weller
Tony Womack 
Dr. Jonathan Woods

2023 
Team Members

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Dave Davis - Golf Co-Chair 
Suzanne Davis - Gala Dinner Chair 
Lynn Gardner - VIP Reception Chair 
Tim Gardner - Sponsorship Co-Chair 
Andrew Givens - Celebrity Guests Co – Chair
Clayton Gsell - Gala Chair 
Paul LeCompte - Finance Committee 
Devin Livingston - Transportation Co-Chair 
Cat Marinich - Registration Chair 
Ashley Miller - Auction Chair 
Sam Sacco - Celebrity Practice Round
Aubrey Shaeffer- Transportation Co-Chair 
Sheri Shaw - Volunteer Chair
Mark Tyler - Sponsorship Co-Chair
Jeff Waller - Golf Co-Chair
Frances Weller - Marketing Chair 
Margaret Weller - Stargell - Celebrity Guests Co - Chair 

Ryan Swanson - Event Director

Thank you to our 
wonderful team 

members for putting 
together this amazing 

event, year 
after year.

proudly supports the

willie stargell
foundation!

from

Vivian CardiaDirect: (910) 520.3856
Email: LisaWayne@IntracoastalRealty.com
Web: LisaWayne.IntracoastalRealty.com
Home Search App: App.IntracoastalRealty.com/LisaWayne

Specializing in Coastal Carolina
Waterfront Properties

Certified Real Estate Experts
910.520.3856

WHERE NEWS COMES FIRST
ANYWHERE YOU ARE

wect.com/anywhere

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE
WILLIE STARGELL FOUNDATION

JON EVANS

GABE ROSS
FRANCES
WELLLER

DANIELLA
HANKEY
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proudly supports the
willie stargell

foundation!

AURTHUR CULBREATH, 
Retired US Olympian
Culbreath won the silver medal 
in the 1995 Olympic Festival 
for team handball and was a 
player/coach during the 1997 
Pan-Am Games. He is a WVU 
Tech Sports Hall of Fame inductee.

2023 CELEBRITY

BIOGRAPHIES
SUNSHINE CANES, 

Business Owner
Sunshine is the 
charismatic owner of 
"Sunshine's Beach Bar 

& Grill" located in Navis. 
Known for the famous 

"Killer Bee" cocktail and vibrant 
hospitality, Sunshine has become a symbol of 
the ultimate island welcome. His beach bar is a 
global attraction, earning a place in the Top Ten 
of Worldwide Restaurants by Trip Advisor.

ROBIN COLE, Retired NFL
After being drafted by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, he 
played as a linebacker 
and member of the Steel 

Curtain defense for twelve 
seasons. A two time Super 

Bowl Champion (XIII and XIV), 
All-Pro (1984), and Pro Bowl (1984) player, and 
since has spent his life on many charitable 
boards giving back to his community.

JAMES ARCENEAUX, 
Entertainment Industry
After working in the entertainment 
business for over 20 years, 
Arceneaux now owns publishing 

company The Arceneaux Group, 
focusing on celebrity lifestyle and 

motivational books.

TRAVIS BEST, Retired NBA
After playing collegiate 
basketball at Georgia Tech, 
Best was drafted in 1995 by 
the Indiana Pacers. Over 
his career he also played for 
Chicago Bulls, Miami Heat, 
Dallas Mavericks, New Jersey Nets.

KATRINA ADAMS, 
Chairperson of Fed Cup 
She competed professionally 
from 1988 to 1999, securing 20 
doubles titles. Adams made 

history as the first African 
American and youngest person to 

become the Chairman, CEO, and 
President of the USTA (2015-2018), promoting 
diversity and inclusion. Under her leadership, the 
USTA opened its National Campus and transformed 
the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, 
expanding tennis into underserved communities.
She's also a TV commentator and the author of "Own 
the Arena," published in 2021.

JOHN CANDELARIA, 
Retired MLB
Candelaria was drafted by 
Pittsburgh in 1972 and went 
on to a very successful 19-year 
career. In 1977 he went 20-5 
with a league leading 2.34 ERA. 
On August 9, 1976, he tossed a 
no-hitter, the 6th in club history.

to the
willie stargell

foundation!

Located In The Forum  •  LuminaGem.com

Wilmington’s premier jeweler since 2009

DESIGNER JEWELRY  •  ESTATE JEWELRY
DIAMONDS  •  WATCHES  •  CONSIGNMENTS  •  REPAIRS

CUSTOM DESIGNS  •  APPRAISALS & MORE

1119-A MILITARY CUTOFF ROAD  •  910-256-1850
FLEX ALEXANDER, 
American Actor and Comedian
Flex Alexander is an American 
actor, comedian, and former dancer. 
He gained fame as Mark “Flex” 
Washington in the sitcom “One on 
One.” Starting his career as a dancer with 
groups like Salt-N-Pepa, he later transitioned to acting 
with notable roles in “Girlfriends,” “The Parkers,” and as 
Michael Jackson in “Man in the Mirror.” Along with his 
on-screen work, Alexander has explored roles behind 
the camera as a producer and director. He’s also known 
for his reality TV show “Flex & Shanice,” showcasing his 
family life with wife Shanice Wilson.
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2023 CELEBRITY BIOGRAPHIES

from the
McGurrin Family

AJA EVANS, Olympian
Aja Evans, a Winter Olympian 
and Chicago native, evolved 
from a 5-time All-American 
track & field athlete to a bronze 

medal-winning bobsledder in 
just two years. An advocate for 

female empowerment and a Women’s 
Sports Foundation ambassador, Evans founded the 
A.J.A. Foundation, launching the Beauty & The Beast 
Mode conference to support and inspire young girls 
and women. Her journey from a University of Illinois 
sports management student to an international 
athlete-entrepreneur symbolizes the realization of 
dreams through perseverance and empowerment.

DALE ELLIS, Retired NBA
Ellis is a retired NBA 
Player who was drafted 
by the Dallas Mavericks. 
At various points in his 
career, Ellis held the record 
for the most career 3-points 
field goals made. Ellis played 
for 17 years and finished his career with the 
Charlotte Hornets.

DAWSON DIMON, 
Baseball Player
Dimon has recently 
signed with the 
Atlanta Braves 

organization. He was 
drafted in 2018 by the 

Tampa Bay Rays. Dimon 
plays catcher, relief pitcher, and first base.

THAD DABER, 4X World 
One Club Champion
Daber holds the Guinness 
World Record for the 
lowers round of golf played 

with one club. He has been 
featured in USA Today, Sports 

Illustrated, GOLFWEEK, Golf Digest, 
The Sporting News, Today Show, ESPN, and more.

JOHN DALY, 
Journalist, News Anchor, 
Writer, Author
John Daly, a prominent 
TV host and media 
innovator, gained 
fame with Real TV and 
later co-created Undercover 
Jetsetter, showcasing global lifestyles through 
an iPhone, and authored "The TV Studio In 
Your Hand" with co-host Susan Anzalone. He 
continues his media journey with Carolina 
Buzz, a digital news show boasting significant 
viewership, and innovates e-commerce with 
Red Hot Right Now on the DBTV network. 
Daly, a former news anchor and author of 
"Truth: The No B.S. Guide To Navigating 
A Media-Biased World," resides in North 
Carolina, juggling roles as an esteemed author, 
media personality, and avid golfer.

JIM FOOR, Retired MLB
Jim Foor played baseball 
for the Detroit Tigers and 
Pittsburgh Pirates as a relief 
pitcher. He is a first round 
draft pick by the Tigers.

ANDREW GIVENS, Retired NFL
Givens is a retired tight end for 
the Packers and Broncos. His 
career also includes working 
in broadcast television as a 

station and sales manager. Givens 
currently serves as the vice-chair of 

the Willie Stargell Foundation.

HAROLD GREEN, 
Retired NFL and Coach
Green was selected by the 
Cincinnati Bengals in the 
2nd round of the 1990 NFL 
Draft. Green played nine NFL 
seasons from 1990 to 1998. His 
best year as a pro came during 
the 1992 season as a member of the Bengals, 
rushing for 1,170 yards with 41 receptions.

Congratulations on 21 years!
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2023 CELEBRITY BIOGRAPHIES

Tim & Lynn
Gardner

from

DWIGHT HICKS, Retired NFL
Dwight is a former safety 
primarily for the San Francisco 
49ers. He won two Super Bowls 
while earning four Pro Bowl 

selections. In 1981, Dwight was 
teamed up with Ronnie Lott, Eric 

Wright and Carlton Williamson where 
the 49ers secondary would affectionately be known 
as "Dwight Hicks and his Hot Licks". After his 
football career, Dwight has appeared on TV and 
in film portraying characters in The Rock, Jack, 
Armageddon, In The Mix, The X-Files, How I Met 
Your Mother and others.

BRIAN HUNTER, Retired MLB
Hunter is a former MLB center 
fielder known for leading the 
MLB in stolen bases in 1997, 
and then the American League 

in 1999. Brian Hunter played for 
10 seasons with teams including 

the Astros and Tigers.

GARY HUDSON, Actor
Gary has amassed over 35 
credits in film, TV, and 
stage, including classic 
films like "Road House" and 
series regular roles on shows 
like "As The World Turns." He 
has won Best Supporting Actor 
at the LA Film Festival for “Deadline” and was 
nominated for Best Actor at the Monte-Carlo 
International Film Festival for "Wild Roses." 
Besides acting, Gary is active in producing and 
directing, with upcoming projects including 
“The Johnny Unitas Story” and “Stormdancer,” 
balancing his time between Canada and the USA 
as a dual citizen.

DARIN JORDAN, Retired NFL
Darin was a 5th round 

draft pick in 1988 for 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
He also played with the 

Los Angeles Raiders 
and the San Francisco 

49ers. He was part of the 49ers 
when they won Super Bowl XXIX.

BOB KENDRICK, Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum President
Kendrick is responsible for the 
creation of several programs 
including the “Hall of Game” 
which honors MLB greats who 
played in the spirit and signature 
style of the Negro Leagues.

KIRANI JAMES, Olympian
James is an Olympic sprinter 
who dominates the 400m in less 
than 44 seconds. He won gold 
at the 2012 London Olympics 
& silver at the ‘16 Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics, and bronze at the 2020 
Toyko Games. After battling Graves 
Disease, James continued his comeback by taking 
silver in 2021 at the World Championships.

JAMES LAMPLEY, Broadcaster
Jim Lampley, inspired by 
baseball from a young 
age, notably watching 
talents like Will Stargell, 

embarked on a 45-year 
network TV sportscasting 

career, initiated when ABC Sports 
discovered him at UNC. Lampley's illustrious 
career includes roles from the sidelines of 
college football to being the prominent American 
broadcast voice in boxing for HBO, spanning 31 
years and fourteen Olympics with four different 
networks. He also spent four years calling 
Major League Baseball games on ABC, working 
alongside legends Bob Uecker and Bill White.

CLIFF LEVINGSTON, 
Retired NBA
Levingston played with the 
Detroit Pistons from 1982-
84. He was traded to the 
Atlanta Hawks. Levingston 
eventually joined the Chicago 
Bulls with whom he won two 
championships in 1991 and 1992.
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GREGORY LLYOD, 
Retired NFL
Greg Lloyd is a former NFL 
linebacker who played for 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. He 
was named to five Pro Bowls 
and three All-Pro teams. 
He was also inducted into the 
Pittsburgh Pro Hall of Fame in 2014.

BUDDY LEWIS, 
Actor/Comedian
Lewis has been in the 
entertainment business for 
over 20 years as a comedian, 

actor, writer, and voice-over 
artist. Film credits include Black 

Dynamite and The Chosen One. His 
writing credits include writing for D.L. Hughley, 
Jamie Foxx, and Tyler Perry’s House of Payne.

LELAND MADDOX, Former 
Baseball Executive
Former Major League 
Baseball Executive who 
served as Scouting Director 

for the Pittsburgh Pirates and 
Cincinnati Reds. He later served 

a Co-General Manager of the Reds. 
Today he is owner of Baseball Dreamakers.

GARY MATTHEWS, 
Retired MLB
Nicknamed Sarge, Matthews 
is a former MLB left fielder. 
From 1972 - 1987, he played 
for the Giants, Braves, Phillies, 
Cubs and Mariners. In 1973, he 
was named NL Rookie of the Year. 
Matthews was also an Phillies analyst.

MICHAEL MERRIWEATHER, 
Retired NFL
Merriweather played 
linebacker for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, Minnesota Vikings, 
New York Jets, and Greenbay 
packers in the 1980s and 1990s. 
He was named Pittsburgh’s MVP in 
1987. He retired in 1993.

RICHARD MURRAY, 
Retired MLB

Murray was a MLB 
infielder for the San 
Francisco Giants from 
1980 - 1983. He also played 

with the Cleveland Indians, 
Montreal Expos, and Kansas 
City Royals. He says his favorite 
moment was playing at Dodger 
Stadium in front of his family.

MICHAEL MAYS, 
Producer/Coach
Son of Hall-of-Famer Willie 
Mays, Michael is an Emmy 
award winning producer, 

and youth sports programs 
developer. He also chairs his 

father's "Say Hey" Foundation 
& H.E.R.O. (The Hodgkin's disease Ending 
Research Organization)

RENALDO NEHEMIAH, 
Retired US Olympian
Renaldo Nehemiah is a 
retired American track and 
field athlete who specialized 
in the 110 m hurdles. He 
was ranked number one in 
the world for four straight years. 
Nehemiah is the first man to run the event in under 
13 seconds. Nehemiah also played professional 
football. Since retiring as a professional athlete,  
Nehemiah is in sports management representing 
star track and field athletes. He is currently 
the sports agent for Sha’Carrie Richardson, the 
women’s 100m world champion.

NICO
SHIPPING

IS A PROUD
SUPPORTER OF THE
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ALBERT OLIVER, Retired MLB
Al Oliver started playing for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in 1969 as 
a first baseman & played for 
18 seasons. He tied with Ted 

Sizemore in 1969 for rookie of 
the year and was the 1982 National 

League Batting Champion.

RON ROBINSON, Retired MLB
Robinson is a former MLB 
pitcher. A right-hander, he 
made his debut in 1984. He 
played for the Cincinnati Reds 
(1984–90) and the Milwaukee 
Brewers (1990–92). He was 
nicknamed “The True Creature.”

DOMINIC SANTANA, Actor, 
Producer, Director 
and Writer
Known for roles like his 
critically acclaimed portrayal 

as Suge Knight in the film 
“All Eyez On Me” and hit series 

“Unsolved: The Murders of Tupac and 
the Notorious B.I.G.” As well as Chuleta currently 
in the popular show “Hightown” on Starz and 
more. He wrote the film “Mr. right” currently 
on Hulu and He made his directorial debut this 
September with his film “The Madness” in which 
he also co-starred and Executive produced with 
Bobby Brown.

ART STILL, Retired NFL
Art Still was the second 
pick in the 1978 draft. He 
played for the Kansas 
City Chiefs where he was 

named MVP twice in four 
years. Still is also a four 

–time Pro Bowl selection.

ROCKY SHIPES, 
Professional Golfer
Rocky Shipes is a 
multi-sport college 
and pro athlete. He is 

a professional golfer, 
five-time champion golf 

entertainer, and world record 
holder. Shipes is also a motivational speaker, 
singer, songwriter, and father to three amazing 
kids and D1 athletes.

STERLING SHARPE, 
Retired NFL

Sharpe is a former NFL wide 
receiver for the Green Bay 
Packers, and an analyst for 

the NFL Network. He is a first 
round, 7th overall draft pick. 

Sharpe attended the University of 
South Carolina. He is in the College Football Hall 
of Fame & Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame.

KATHY SLEDGE, 
American singer-songwriter
Kathy Sledge is a music legend 
with a heart of gold. The voice 
and face of the worldwide 
anthem We Are Family. The song 
would gain even more attention 
when Willie Stargell picked the song to help motivate 
the 1979 Pittsburgh Pirates to the World Series. With 
We Are Family’s 31 million streams alone, Kathy is 
currently enjoying the success of her interactive 
variety talk show “FamilyRoom” alongside her co- 
producer daughter, Kristen Gabrielle. Kathy presently 
produces concerts for festivals internationally and 
performs worldwide. She is currently recording new 
music with jazz Legend, Stanley Clarke and a new 
2024 dance music release with Warner Music. 
Kathy has committed to being here annually for the 
Willie Stargell Celebrity Invitational.

Proud Sponsor of 
the Willie Stargell 

Celebrity Invitational 
for 20 Years!

is a proud sponsor of the 
Willie Stargell Celebrity Invitational!

https://easternnephrology.com

Proud Sponsor of 
the Willie Stargell 

Celebrity Invitational 
for 20 Years!

is a proud sponsor of the 
Willie Stargell Celebrity Invitational!

https://easternnephrology.com

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE WILLIE STARGELL 

CELEBRITY INVITATIONAL 
FOR 21 YEARS!

HTTPS://EASTERNNEPHROLOGY.COM/

DERECK WHITTENBURG,
Former NC State Player, 
Georgia Tech Coach 
Whittenburg is a member 
of NC State’s 1983 
Championship Men’s 
Basketball Team. His career 
includes assistant to the NC State 
Head Coach, and Head Coach of Georgia Tech 
where he led the Seahawks to three winning seasons.
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KEVIN YOUNG, Retired MLB
Young spent all but one of 
his 12 season career with 
the Pittsburgh Pirates as the 
first baseman & is a Roberto 
Clemente Award recipient. In 
2014, he returned to the Pirates 
as a special assistant.

GREG VAUGHN, Retired MLB
Greg Vaughn is a retired 
MLB left fielder who began 
in 1989 for the Brewers. He 
had 3 seasons with at least 

100 runs batted in, and 4 
with 30+ home runs. Vaughn 

is a four-time All-Star and winner 
of the Silver Slugger Award.

DONNELL WOOLFORD, 
Retired NFL
Woolford’s career in the 
NFL includes playing 
cornerback for the Bears, 

Steelers, and Panthers. He 
was a first-round draft pick by 

the Bears in 1989, and Pro Bowl selection in 
1994. Woolford played for 10 seasons.

TONY WOMACK, 
Retired MLB
Womack played for the 
Pirates, Diamondbacks, & 
Yankees. He is recognized 
for having the 2nd best play 
in MLB history with a double 
RBI assisted in a 2001 World Series 
win. He is a three-time Lou Brock Award recipient.

from

PROUDLY SPONSORS
THE WILLIE STARGELL

FOUNDATION

Willie Stargell Foundation for all that you do!
THANK YOU

We're proud to support

Michelle Clark Team
Intracoastal Realty  •  Coastal Bagels

Patti & Phil Santomassi

the
willie stargell

foundation!

GEORGE WILLIAMS, 
Track and Field Coach
George Williams has 
coached 32 Olympians & 
has won 100 track & field 

Coach of the Year honors. 
He was head coach of the 

2004 Men’s Olympic Track and 
Field Team. Williams is a member of seven 
Halls of Fame.

TO DONATE

Willie 
Stargell

TO THE

Foundation
scan 

this code
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Wilmington's
Premier

Wine Bar

28 S. Front Street
Downtown Wilmington

FortunateGlass.com

proudly supports the
willie stargell

foundation!

Philip Ley

proudly supports
�e Wiie Starge Foundation!

Jackie AmatoJackie Amato

Mayfaire Town Center  |  Independence Mall  |  REEDS.com

Where Wilmington gets Engaged
J E W E L E R S

Dan 
Sakland

proudly
sponsors

the Willie Stargell

Foundation
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S A V E
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PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF THE WILLIE STARGELL 
FOUNDATION

Thanks for 
voting us #1 
in service!

Explore your 
Wilmington store or 
TotalWine.com
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   RENAISSANCE MARKET             

Across the street from Mayfaire Towne Center

WE’RE HIRING 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Apply in store or online 
at TotalWine.com/Careers
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Award winning lobby bar
Hampton On the House Breakfast

Newly renovated guest suites & traditional rooms
Spacious suites with fully equipped kitchens

Meeting rooms with full service catering

1989 Eastwood Road, Wilmington, NC  | 910.256.9600
This hotel is part of the award winnning portfolio owned and managed by Summit Hospitality Group, Ltd.

www.SummitHospitality.com

WILMINGTON | LANDFALL 
WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH

PROUD TO BE A 20 YEAR SPONSOR OF THE WILLIE STARGELL TOURNAMENT

Scan to visit our website.

PROUD TO BE A 21 YEAR SPONSOR OF THE WILLIE STARGELL TOURNAMENTS



 
 

We salute the 
Willie Stargell 
Foundation.

For two decades, the Willie Stargell Celebrity 
Invitational has provided hope to people living with 
kidney disease. We’re proud to be a partner of this 
annual event that does so much to improve the lives 
of our loved ones, neighbors and friends.
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